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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Indiana County Jail and Sheriff's House are significant not only as components of
a law enforcement grouping which also includes the Second Empire Courthouse, joined to the
jail by an enclosed bridge at second floor level, but for their stylistic qualities as well. They
illustrate two different applications of a single stylistic manner. Constructed during 1887-1888,
the two brick structures might best be classified as Italianate, though with a few vestiges of
classical detailing. The jail is attached to the rear of the house, and both buildings feature
the same general massing and ornamental treatment, though adapted to suit their respective
functions. Both are basically central blocks with slightly projecting gables, featuring stepped
brick corbeling, on four sides. All corners are accentuated with stone quoins. Small scale Italianate
brackets support classical dentil cornices, which break for dormers on the house and gable returns
on both structures. The tall, narrow windows emphasize the vertical proportions typical of
the Italianate manner. Raised basements and a stone string course between the first and second
floors help to visually tie the house and jail together. e

Beyond these basic similarities, the two structures may be distinguished for their expressions
of functions through detailing. The Sheriff's House features the decorative amenities expected
on a prominent residence of its era: incised window caps, a bay window with more of the bracketed
and dentil cornice used under the eaves, and delicately tooled woodwork on the porch entrances
on three sides. Inside, the woodwork is of the dark and heavy variety typical of the era. Interior
doors are crowned by transoms and heavy bracketed cornices. The stair balustrade is interesting
for its use of squared supports, incised both vertically and horizontally, and joined by squared
horizontal pieces. A common concentric circle motif appears on interior door and window
frames as well as on the newels of the stairway.

The Jail, in contrast, projects the more serious nature of its function through a general
lack of ornament and the use of vertical banks of barred windows of the same narrow proportions
seen in the Sheriff's House. A large chimney, consisting of a square base and octagonal tower
and repeating the brick corbeling used elsewhere an the building, adds to the utilitarian quality
of this part of the complex. '

The old sheriff's house measures 37 feet from front to back (east/west) and 49.5 feet from
side to side. The attached jail measures 49 feet (east/west) by 76 feet.
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- STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The old jail and sheriff's house are located on the same property as (and directly behind)
Indiana's old courthouse. (Restored and renovated by National Bank of the Commonwealth and
used by the bank as central offices for its regional banking network, the old courthouse was
elected to the Pennsylvania Inventory of Historic Places in 1973 and later to the National Register
of Historic Places.) Although they served completely separate functtons, the old jail and sheriff's
house share the same structure.

The old sheriff's house, facing south 6th Street comprising the eastern half of the structure,
contained twelve rooms including an office for the sheriff, a large kitchen, a waiting room and,
on the upper floors, bedrooms and other facilities as would normally be found in a private residence.
The responsibility for feeding the inmates and routine cleaning and maintenance within the
jail fell upon the sheriff's wife and other family members.

The old jail, the western portion of the structure, was Indiana County's fourth jail. The
basic interior design, accepted by the county Board of Commissioners in September, 1886, called
for a jail with all-steel cells to be constructed at a cost not to exceed $50,000. A central hallway
running north - south in the center of the jail was open to sky lights on the roof of the structure.
An all-steel stairway at the south end of the corridor led up to the second floor of cells accessed
by two walkways, one on each side of the open hallway.

In the northern fourth of the jail structure were three floors of cells, separate from the
main cell block. These cells, two floors earmarked for female and juvenile residents and a third
for the most bothersome prisoners, were slightly smaller than those in the main cell block.

In its entirety, the jail could accommodate 26 male, 4 female and 2 juvenile inhabitanis.

The jail in its entirety was accessed by a hallway running the entire width of the structure
from the basement to the roof. The primary entrance, protected by a large steel door, was
through the sheriff's office in the house portion. A network of steel and concrete stairways
provided access to the cells on all levels and at roof level to the courtroom of the old courthouse
through an above ground enclosed hallway.

Typical of smal! town jails, Indiana's provided, in the same facility, over-night housing
for drunks, fighters, vagrants and committers of a miriad of other minor wrongs, as well as
those tried and convicted of major crimes where the visit lasted considerably longer. On fewer
occasions, jail residents were awaiting the carrying out of the ultimate sentence of the courts
- hanging. The courtyard between the old courthouse and the open area in the center of the
main cell block were used to carry out the sentence depending on the time of year. The last
hanging in Incliana County was carried out inside the old jail on November 23, 1913. The sheriff

George H. Jeffries, who's son, Paul, later served as sheriff for more than 20 years, had thz duty
of springing the trap for the execution.
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The above ground walkway which leads directly from the courtroom, on the second fioor
of the old courthouse, to the upper level of the old jail lent an air of finality to the decisions
meeted out by Judge and Jury. Wrong doers convicted and sentenced in the courtroom knew
they may not again see the sky until their time was served.

The old jail and sheriff's house served the county for 85 years. In January 1966 the Inspections
Division of the Bureau of Correction rated the jail as inadequate and obsolete and recommended
that a new jail be built. In 1973 the last prisoners were transferred to the new modern jail (Indiana's
5th) built some 2% blocks west of the old jail and sheriff's house complex.

A separate aspect of significance lies in the history of the land on which the old jail and
sheriff's house sit, and which they share with the old Indiana County Courthouse. This land
was presented to Indiana County in 1805 by George Clymer, of Philadelphia, a signer of both
the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution.

Clymer contributed 250 acres for the establishment of Indiana Borough, on the condition
that this town be named the County Seat; within the 250 acres, which did become the County
Seat, the parcel of land in question was earmarked for public buildings and use.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION -

Bounded on south by old Indiana County Courthouse, on north by Nixon Avenue, on east by North
Sixth Street and west by Court Way.
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Property is located within Indiana Borough and is bounded on the south by~
the old indiana County Courthouse, on the north by Nixon Avenue, on the east by
North Sixth Street and on the west by Court Way. - ° ' o



